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Best Wishes for a Safe and Healthy Vacation!
All about Mrs. Ricci
By Leah Brocato, Abigayle Fadgen, and Abigail McAllister

Mrs. Ricci is a fourth grade teacher at Hope Valley Elementary School.  Her first job was teaching sixth grade at Ashaway Elementary School.  For the next two years, she taught fourth grade.  The following year, she found out that a job for fourth grade was available in Hope Valley.  She took it and has been teaching here ever since.  “I love teaching and meeting new kids each year,” said Mrs. Ricci.  She enjoys teaching reading the most because she is a passionate reader herself.
In her spare time she knits and goes on hikes. Zach, Ben, and Jake are her sons. Zach is 26, Ben is 24, and Jake is 20. Her husband’s name is John and he is a mason. Finally, she loves Mrs. Foggo’s jokes.  “They are hilarious; especially on Italian Day!” mentioned Mrs. Ricci.
Last year Mr. Gencarelli and Mrs. Foggo were interviewed.

How to Stay Safe during Hurricane Season

By Zachary Lerner & Skyla Palumbo

Before a Hurricane

· Create an emergency plan, plan a route to safety, make a relocation plan
· Remain calm, get canned food, get a flashlight and batteries
· Get medicine to get through the storm, get bags for clean up afterwards
· Secure a first aid kit, have spare cash, pack a cooler

· Make arrangements for pets, bring in unsecured items from outdoors
During a Hurricane

· Get all family members together, secure your home

· Do not turn on electrical items, remain calm, stay indoors

After a Hurricane

· Stay away from fallen wires (they could be live wires)

· Drive carefully, do not enter damaged buildings
· Remain calm, check for food spoilage, clean up property
Hurricanes are categorized by five different levels as outlined below.

	Category
	Wind Speed
	Storm Surge
	Danger

	1
	74-95 mph
	4-5 ft.
	Minimal

	2
	96-110 mph
	6-8 ft.
	Moderate

	3
	111-130 mph
	9-12 ft.
	Extensive

	4
	131-155 mph
	13-18 ft.
	Extreme 

	5
	above 155 mph
	above 18 ft.
	Catastrophic


Hurricane names are in alphabetical order. They rotate from boy to girl and in reverse. If a hurricane is very devastating the name is retired and never used again. 

	2014 Names- Arthur,  Bertha, Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gonzalo, Hanna, Isaias, Josephine, Kyle, Laura, Marco, Nana, Omar, Paulette, Rene, Sally, Teddy, Vicky, Wilfred

	2015 Names- Ana, Bill, Claudette, Danny, Erika, Fred, Grace, Henry, Ida, Joaquin, Kate, Larry, Mindy, Nicolas, Odette, Peter, Rose, Sam, Teresa, Victor, Wanda


The Atlantic Basin hurricane season runs from June 1st to November 30th each year. This is a six month season. In the past there have been a few named storms during the beginning of December but none happened this year.
The West Indian Manatee

By Annika Bestwick, Tyler LaBelle, & Kaitlyn Burns
          Did you know that manatees are endangered? Manatees are gigantic gray marine mammals. They get hurt by boat propellers because the boats are going too fast. People also poke them with wooden sticks. Sea cows could die if they ingest too many plants containing red tide, a toxic organism. When people throw trash in the water it kills the manatee’s food. They live in waterways, canals, and in warm places like Florida. Finally, if the water is below 68 degrees Fahrenheit for a long period of time this aquatic mammal can die from hypothermic shock. Please help save the manatees from extinction!     

Manatee Adoptees

By Megan Tabraham, Caroline Kendall, & Jeannine Beever
The fourth graders have adopted five manatees so far this year!  Read about each below.

Annie


Annie is a female manatee that was identified on August 12, 2005. Her mother is unknown. When she was found Annie was in the Halifax River near Port Orange, Florida. At that time she was a little over four feet in length and weighed only about seventy pounds. When she was taken to Sea World she met another manatee named Rocket. They were both released together at Blue Spring State Park on February 11, 2008. Annie has grown much more since she was rescued. Her new measurements are eight and one-half feet long and 1,055 pounds. She was added to the Save the Manatee Club list in 2012.
Paddy Doyle
Paddy Doyle is a male West Indian manatee at Blue Spring State Park in Florida. He was first spotted in 1971. His mother is unknown and his name means “Fighting Irishman.” Blue Spring Rangers can recognize him by his scars on his back and tail. In the winter Paddy Doyle likes to play around the swim area at the park because there are no humans around. Phyllis is one of Paddy Doyle’s closest friends.
Phillip

Phillip is also a male manatee that was born in 1982. His mother, Phoebe, only nursed him for one year so he is small for an adult. He has an older brother named Floyd and his best friends are Doc, Lucille, Phyllis, Brutus, Howie, Paddy Doyle, and Lily. Phillip is a playful, curious, and social manatee. He returns every winter to Blue Spring State Park and remains there until it warms up.  The months he is seen are usually from November to March.

Phyllis

Phyllis is a West Indian manatee from Blue Spring State Park. She was first identified on November 3, 1988 when she was two or three years old. Her mother is possibly Pheobe which is Phillip’s mother too. Rangers named her Phyllis but she looks like Beebe which is Pheobe’s missing calf. Phyllis arrived at Blue Spring on November 5, 1991 with two calves. The two calves were twin boys whose names are Bertram and Bartram. Phyllis has had twelve calves altogether. Phyllis visits Blue Spring State Park forty to fifty times in the winter and summer months. Phyllis is an amazing manatee.  Do you agree?
Vector

Vector was first identified in 1983.  His mother is unknown. Vector is a male manatee and was filmed in 1983 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Vector was one of the first manatees to be placed in the photo-identification program. He has been seen on a regular basis during most winters since that time. His name is Vector because of his triangular –shaped scar on his right side, near the middle of his body. That’s what researchers use to spot him.
If you want to learn more about manatee adoptions go online using <www.savethemanatee.org>.  Be sure to get your parent’s permission first. 
Historical Hopkinton

By Emily Stubbert, Sydney Caswell, & Katelyn Mills
The fourth grade learned a lot about Historical Hopkinton in social studies class. In addition we had an in-school presentation and two field trips. Below we have written about three of the many interesting subjects we discovered. First we will tell you all about a famous woman that lived in Hopkinton named Prudence Crandall. She was born in Hezekiah Carpenter‘s house in 1803. Hezekiah died when Prudence was six. Due to her grandfather‘s death Prudence’s family inherited a large amount of money and moved to Canterbury, Connecticut in 1812. When Prudence was older she started a school for wealthy white girls. When she admitted two black girls into her school the parents of the wealthy white children withdrew them. The wealthy parents left a dead cat on her gate, broke her windows, burned some of her house down, and dropped manure down her well. Prudence decided to close the school. Prudence died in 1890 on January 28th in Elk Falls, Kansas.   

Next we will tell you about General Thurston’s General Store. General George Thurston sold a lot of things in his store, here are some examples:
	Cooking Items

· honey

· chocolate

· gingerbread

· paprika

· pots and pans

· molasses
	          Tools

· shot

· knives

· milk pans

· chamber pots

· shingle nails

· buckets
	Sewing Items

· buttons

· buckles

· paper of needles

· ribbon

· calico

· patterns


Now we will tell you a story. One day a man came and asked to rent a room for free. General Thurston allowed the stranger to stay in his servant’s room. In the morning General Thurston went to wake up the man and discovered that there wasn’t a living soul in the room. Then he discovered that the window was open and guessed that the stranger jumped out the window and left. A couple years later another man came and asked General Thurston if a stranger arrived earlier and left in the middle of the night. “Yes,” he stated, “This had happened.” The man said that the stranger was a criminal and supposedly buried a treasure. Many believe it was hidden northeast of Thurston’s house. Men dug and dug but never found the treasure. Other people believe that it was left inside a hole in a huge buttonwood tree nearby.

Last, but not least, we will tell you about Barber Hall. Barber Hall was built in 1864. It was an entertainment center. Some of the things they did there were as follows: Marie DeVere swallowed swords, Helen Englehart and E. M. Tillinghast were in a fencing match, and Harry Owens did rope tricks. Barber Hall was also a bank. In 1909 Barber Hall was robbed. The robbers ended up with $6.02 also some stamps. Now Barber Hall is a fabric store. It is currently for sale, so if you want to own a store that has great historical history then maybe you could ask your parents if they can buy it. We also went to many other places. When you’re in fourth grade, if you attend Hope Valley Elementary School, you will go and learn all about our town’s history too!
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