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All about Mr. Fanning

By Emily Stubbert and Zachary Lerner
Mr. Fanning started in education after he was with a lawn mowing business at a condominium. He had a disagreement with his boss and quit. One of his friends told him about a teacher assistant job in Narragansett. He was interviewed and got the position. The job was at the Narragansett Elementary School and he worked there for three years in all grade levels. Mr. Fanning then worked at Ashaway Elementary School for five years, and currently has worked at Hope Valley Elementary School for nine years. He has a wife named Tina who works as a picture framer and is an artist. He also has a daughter named Rachel who is twenty and currently attends URI. His cat, Petersam, is named after a truck in “Thomas the Tank Engine.” Jewel, his dog, is a mix of Britney and Italian greyhound. Some of his hobbies include guitar playing and golf. Writing is his favorite subject to teach and math was his favorite subject to learn. His preferred sports team is the Boston Red Sox “just because.” His favorite author is Sharon Creech because he likes her style of writing and the diversity of her literature. This summer Mr. Fanning is planning to go to Florida to see his mom. He is also going to New Hampshire on a vacation with his wife. All in all, Mr. Fanning is an awesome teacher! 
All about Mrs. Mac

By Skyla Palumbo and Annika Bestwick

Mrs. McCumiskey, Mrs. Mac for short, took a class in high school about becoming a secretary and liked it.  After high school she worked at a law office.  Then she worked at Chariho Regional High School beginning in 1986.  In 2000 she started working at Hope Valley Elementary School. 

Mrs. Mac has a hobby, it is reading.  Mr. Mac’s first name is Donald.  Mr. and Mrs. Mac have three children: Stephen, Tracy, and Jenni.  We saw Jenni in the office when we were interviewing Mrs. Mac.  What a coincidence!  Mrs. Mac also has a dog named Molly.  Her favorite color is green.  Some of her secretarial responsibilities include answering the telephone, doing payroll, and taking care of the students.  Mrs. Mac is a great school secretary. She has been at our school for fifteen years.

Last year Mr. Gencarelli and Mrs. Foggo were interviewed.  Mrs. Ricci and Mrs. Zonfrilli were interviewed earlier this school year.

The School Garden

By Kaitlyn Burns and Abigayle Fadgen

Mrs. Foggo, an awesome teacher, decided many years ago that it would be fabulous for fourth graders to take care of a garden. At the beginning of each year the fourth graders usually start by weeding the beds and harvesting the produce throughout the fall season. In April, we begin again. During class we learned about violets, the RI state flower.  Some fourth graders brought in violets and by the end of April we had over sixty new violet plants in our garden. Yeah! Then in late May we planted, watered, and staked the other plants. We grow different kinds of tomatoes, like cherry tomatoes and Big Boy tomatoes. We also grow bell peppers and basil. All the food we grow goes to the needy and elderly in our community.  Student volunteers, their parents, and other community partners sign up to take care of the garden over the summer. We would like to thank the fourth grade class, and those who have signed up, for their dedication to this worthy cause. Next year, if you want to take care of the garden in the summer, please contact Mrs. Foggo early in the spring. 
The Buddy Bench

[image: image2.jpg]



By Leah Brocato and Megan Tabraham
Leah Brocato, Megan Tabraham, Sydney Caswell, and Abigayle Fadgen donated a Buddy Bench to Hope Valley Elementary School this spring. They are part of a club called the 4-Ever Amigos that helped Rhana, a paralyzed girl. The boy behind this bench notion is Christian Bucks, a second grader, who attends Roundtown Elementary. Christian used a digital presentation online to explain how the Buddy Bench works.  Buddy Benches come in many different colors, shapes, and sizes. At a 4-H meeting, Leah brought this topic up.  Three Buddy Benches were made, and one came here to Hope Valley School.  You might have seen the skit that we did at lunchtime.  The idea has caught on in the USA.  For example, a ten year old girl in Tipp City, Ohio raised money to purchase three Buddy Benches for her district’s schools.  

Over time we have seen different students use the Buddy Bench in Hope Valley.  Students are letting others who normally do not participate at recess play with them. Overall Christian did an amazing thing to help others. We hope that we, Megan and Leah, have done the same.  Once we graduate it is our hope that students will continue to use the Buddy Bench regularly.
Weird But True Facts

By Jeannine Beever, Katelyn Mills, and Abigail McAllister

1. Dragonflies can see in all directions at once.

2. Star Wars creators made Yoda to look like Albert Einstein!

3. If you traveled at the speed of light you would never age!

4. In Singapore, a vending machine gives out free soda to anyone who hugs it.

5. Babies are born color-blind.

6. Eating cheese before going to bed helps improve sleep quality.

7. Groundhogs are also called “whistle pigs!”

8. Cats communicate using at least sixteen known “cat words.”

9. A person is over one hundred times more likely to die from bee stings than to win a Mega-millions lottery!

10.  Messages from your brain travel along your nerves up to two hundred miles per hour!

11.  A sheep, a duck, and a rooster were the first passengers on a hot-air balloon.
12.  The world’s largest pumpkin weighed more than a horse.
13.  Sharks have no bones.

14.  Lions spend twenty hours a day resting.

For more Weird but True Facts read the books or Google weird but true facts and click on images.
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                                         By Ayden Petit and Tyler Labelle

    Tornadoes can be dangerous. To prepare for a tornado, you need to go inside a house, or into the closest building, if you are outside. Tip number two is to stay away from windows and get under a desk, table, or another sturdy piece of furniture. The recipe for a tornado includes: warm moist air near the ground, cool dry air above the ground, then the cold air mass collides with the warm air mass. 

    On March 8th, 1925, one of our country’s worst tornadoes in history ripped through Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana. The tornado lasted three and one-half hours. During that time six hundred people died, ten thousand people lost their homes, and the tornado traveled on the ground for two hundred nineteen miles. 

    All fifty states have experienced a tornado! The strongest ones are more frequent in the central part of the USA. Tornado Alley is most commonly known for its tornado activity.  These states include Minnesota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. The highest number of tornado touchdowns has presently been recorded in the state of Texas.
Stephen Hopkins

By Sydney Caswell and Aidan Kohlman

    Stephen Hopkins was born in Pawtuxet Village in 1707 and then moved to Scituate, RI. He didn’t go to school but his mom taught him to read and write. At the age of nineteen he married a woman named Sarah Scott with whom he had seven children. Later in her life Sarah died so Stephen married a widow named Anne Smith. 
    Some jobs that Stephen had were:

· Town Clerk of Scituate

· The Governor of the Colony of Rhode Island for ten terms

· Chief Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court

· First Chancellor of Brown University

    Hopkins was involved in the Gaspee Affair which sparked the Revolution. Rhode Island elected Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward to represent the Colony and sign the Declaration of Independence in 1776. He was one of the oldest signers but his friend, Benjamin Franklin, was the oldest. He died in 1785 at the age of seventy-eight in his own home that still exists today in Providence, RI.

Fourth Grade Field Trip

By Caroline Kendall

On June 5th the fourth graders went on a field trip to Slater Mill and Rhode Island’s beautiful State House. Slater Mill is an old cotton mill built by Samuel Slater who started the American Industrial Revolution. At Slater Mill we learned that there are three kinds of fibers to make thread: cotton, wool, and flax. To get cotton you have to pick it from a plant. Wool comes from a sheep so you have to shear it. Flax is a plant itself so you just have to harvest it. We also learned about the Blackstone River because in that time there was no electricity so the factory used water power. We became apprentices, learned how to sand bobbins, and how to put thread on the bobbins. After we had lunch we got back on the bus and we made our way to the State House.
On the very top of the State House we noticed the one and only Independent Man made of pure bronze and covered with gold leaf. We had a great tour guide who knew almost everything about it. The State House’s unsupported dome, the fourth largest in the world, was beautiful.  It was designed to portray the story of early Rhode Island. There are three floors in the State House. We also learned about the Gettysburg Gun. We saw the rotunda state seal and almost got a picture with our Governor, Gina Raimondo. Something really freaky was in the State Room. When we went to that room there was a huge painting of George Washington. First we watched his eyes then his left foot because apparently the painter, Gilbert Stuart, painted it so they would follow you. When you’re in fourth grade you will definitely enjoy these sights. If you are not in fourth grade you can still visit the State House because everyone should know their State’s history; and the State House is the people’s house!  We are all Rhode Islanders.
The HMS Gaspee

By Liam Campbell
The HMS Gaspee was a British revenue schooner. HMS stands for His Majesty’s Service. The burning of the Gaspee is considered “The First Blow for Freedom” of the American Revolution. This event took place at Namquid Point (now Gaspee Point) in Warwick, Rhode Island. The Gaspee Affair occurred four years before the Boston Tea Party in Massachusetts. The Gaspee came to Rhode Island to stop the colonists from smuggling goods without paying taxes to the King of England. The Gaspee was chasing a colonial ship and got stuck on a sandbar. During the night, sixty-four raiders sailed on long boats to the Gaspee. Once on board, the raiders took the crew prisoner and they burned the ship. The crew was then jailed in Pawtuxet Village. This raid took place on June 10, 1772. The King asked who burned the Gaspee but the colonists did not say a word. Every June since 1965, people of Pawtuxet Village celebrate an event called Gaspee Days. Our fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Foggo, is a Sergeant in the Pawtuxet Rangers Rhode Island Militia 1774. This group has an armory building in the village, leads the annual parade, and coordinates the encampment in Pawtuxet Park.  For more on Gaspee Days and the HMS Gaspee go to www.gaspee.org.
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